Rightly Dividing the Word
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LESSON T.HREE
BIBLE CORRESPONDENCE COURSE

BY JOHN M. HURT



A t the sick be well again.
‘And then I woke one day,
And carelessly went on my way,
The whole day long I did not try
To wipe a tear from any eye.
I did not try to share the load
Of any brother on the road;
I did not even go to see
The sick man just next door to me
Yet once again when day was done
I prayed: “O Lord, bless everyone.”
~ But as I prayed, to my ear
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In our first two lessons we have studied the two main divisions of the Bible,
the Old Testament, made up of 39 books, and the New Testament, containing
27 books. These together total 66 books written by about 40 different authors.
Many of these books were written by men who lived in widely separated parts

fifteen hundred years apart, yet all wrote in such perfect harmony and unity
as to prove beyond reasonable doubt that they were divinely guided by God.
In this lesson we shall study how to properly apply these great writings to our
own lives.

In IT Timothy 2:15 the Bible says, “Study to show thyself approved unto God,
a workman that needeth not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.”
This wording clearly describes an important principle involved in properly under-
standing the Bible, that is that we must learn to properly divide or distinguish
between the laws and commands God gave to people in other ages, and the
laws He expects us to keep in this, the Christian Age.

An Illustration

In order to illustrate this fact, it is easy to understand that we are not
commanded to build an ark of gopher wood simply because God once told
Noah to do so. Everyone clearly understands that even though this was once
a command of God, it does not apply to people in this present age, and God
never intended for people of all ages to keep it. It is written in our Bible
simply to provide historic information of God’s dealings with man before the
Christian Age began.

Numerous other examples of such laws could be cited, such as when the
Israelites were commanded to place blood on the door posts of their houses,
(Exodus 12:7), or when the people of the Old Testament were told to offer
animal sacrifices as burnt offerings to God. In the book of Numbers we read,
“. .. This is the offering made by fire which ye shall offer unto the Lord; two
lambs of the first year without spot day by day, for a continual burnt offering.
The one lamb shalt thou offer in the morning, and the other lamb shalt thou
offer at even; And a tenth part of an ephah of flour for a meat offering mingled
with the fourth part of an hin of beaten oil. It is a continual burnt offering, which
was ordained in Mount Sinai for a sweet savour, a sacrifice made by fire unto the
Lord” (Numbers 28:1-6). Even the casual Bible student understands that these
commands of God were never given to us to keep in this age, but merely provide
historical information of how God dealt with people before Christ came and gave
us the New Testament (Romans 15:4). The purpose of this lesson then, is to
learn which parts of the Bible are historical records of law and events of past
ages, and which apply directly to us to be kept in this, the Christian Age.
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Purpose of the
OLD

TESTAMENT

The word “Testament” comes from a Greek word which means “a will or
covenant.” The Old Testament is so called because it deals almost exclusively
with the first or “old” covenant which God had with mankind. This “old”
covenant, which came through Abraham and was made with the children of
Israel on Mt. Sinai, was the first of two great covenants or Testaments which
God has given to man (Hebrews 8:6-13). Under each of these covenants God
gave man certain laws to keep and in turn promised His help and protection to
the faithful. This first or Old Testament was completed at the death of Christ
when He fulfilled it and “took it out of the way,” replacing it with His second
great covenant, the New Testament (Colossians 2:14, Hebrews 9:15).

In Hebrews 8:7 we read, “For if that the FIRST COVENANT had been
faultless then should no place have been sought for the SECOND.” Again in
chapter 10:9 the writer adds that “He taketh away the first that he may establish
the second.” The first or old covenant was national rather than universal, that
is, it was never made with all nations as is the second or New Testament under
which we now live, but was a covenant between God and the children of Israel
(Jews), (Deuteronomy 5:1-3). God’s law to the Israelites under this covenant
was given through Moses on Mt. Sinai (also called Mt. Horeb) and contained
not only the Ten Commandments, but also listed detailed information concerning
the requirements of animal sacrifices, burnt offerings and a number of other
things which as we shall see later, are not required of us under the new
covenant (Leviticus 5:1-13; Numbers 28:1-11). Under the Old Testament
God counted certain animals as being “unclean” and hence condemned the
people of that age for eating them. Two of these animals which could not be
eaten were the hog and the rabbit (Leviticus 11:1-8).

In addition to the first covenant, the Old Testament books also provide a
brief history of how God dealt with people even before the Law of Moses was
given. During this period of more than 2500 years from the creation of Adam and
Eve to the giving of the Ten Commandments on Mt. Sinai, God did not have
a written law with men, but dealt with them individually through the heads of
families. These family heads were known as “patriarchs” which means “fathers”
and this age is therefore referred to as the Patriarchal Age. Little is known
of this period except for the brief account found in Genesis. The great bulk of
the remaining Old Testament books are devoted to the Mosaic Age and the
first great covenant which God gave through Moses on Mt. Sinai. This covenant
was destined to last until Christ should come and give us His new will for the
Christian Age in which we now live (Galatians 3:19 and 16).

4



Purpose of

The New Testament, or new C
nant, is the revelation of God’s new wi
to men. While the Old Testament La
of Moses was directed only to the Jews,
the new covenant came through God’s
own Son, Jesus Christ and is extended
to all men everywhere (Deuteronomy
5:1-3; Mark 16:15-16; Hebrews 12:24
and 8:6). It is often referred to simply
as the “gospel” and to refuse to obey
it is to be forever lost (II Thessalonians
1:7-9).

Under the New Testament the requirements of the Lord are not the same
as those under the Old Testament Law of Moses. Just as God once told Noah
to build an ark of gopher wood, but does not now require people to build such
arks so God once required the Jews who lived before Christ to obey and keep
the Old Testament “law,” but has now fulfilled that covenant and replaced it
with “a better covenant, which was established upon better promises” (Hebrews
8-6). This change of covenants was the fulfillment of a prophecy found in
Jeremiah 31:31-34, The New Testament, or new will of God to men, came into
effect when Christ died on the cross, for we read in Hebrews 9:15-17, “And
for this cause he (Christ) is the mediator of the New Testament . . . For where
a testament is there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. For a
testament (will) is of force AFTER MEN ARE DEAD, otherwise it is of no
strength at all while the testator liveth.” From this we learn that the New
Testament did not come into effect until Christ actually died on the cross. This
explains why Christ taught His disciples to keep the Old Testament law of
Moses during His public ministry since the Old Testament was still in effect until
He died and sealed the new covenant with His blood. Christ Himself was born
and lived in the period when the law of Moses was still in effect (Galatians 4:4).

After the death of Christ however, not a single inspired writer ever taught
that people should obey the Old Testament as God’s law for this age. From
the cross forward it is always the New Covenant or New Testament which we
are required to keep and not the Old Testament law with its animal sacrifices
and burnt offerings. Even the principles of the Ten Commandments are not -
to be followed today simply because God commanded them to the Jews under
the first covenant, since the law of Moses, containing these commandments has
already been “abolished” or taken away (Ephesians 2:15). The reason for
keeping these principles today is because all of the teachings of the Ten
Commandments, with the exception of “Remember the Sabbath day . . .” have
also been commanded again as a part of the New Testament gospel of Christ.

The Old Testament sabbath, which was always on Saturday, not Sunday, was
not restated as a part of the gospel of Christ (Leviticus 23:3), instead, the
disciples were to meet “upon the first day of the week” (Sunday), (Acts 20:7;
I Corinthians 16:1-2).

NEW
TESTAMENT



Additional Scripture g ferences —

The Old Testament Law is sometimes referred to as the “law of
Moses” and at other times as “the Law of the Lord” (Luke 2:22-24).
It is often described in the New Testament simply as “the law”
since it was the only law of God the Jews had known for more than
1500 years. The apostle Paul often refers to it in this way in Galatians
and Romans and then.describes his statements as referring to the Old
Testament law of Moses (Romans 7:7, Exodus 20:17).

Listed below are several additional scriptural references which
further show that we are not under the Old Testament “law” today.
You are encouraged to read these scriptures as time permits.
ROMANS 7:1-4—Christians are “dead to the law” and to follow it
today is to commit spiritual adultery.

GALATIANS 5:3-4—Those “justified by the law” are fallen from
grace.

GALATIANS 3:19—“The law” was to last only until Christ came.
(The term “seed” in this passage refers to Christ. See verse 16.)
GALATIANS 5:18—Those led of the Spirit “are not under the law.”
GALATIANS 3:24-25—°. . . the law was our school master to bring
us unto Christ” but “we are no longer under a schoolmaster.”

See also Acts 15:1-6 and 22-27, Hebrews 7:12, Ephesians 2:13-15,

Galatians 4:21-31.

WHAT
DOES

THIS
MEAN

TO
USs?

The scriptures we are studying in this lesson are of tre-
mendous value in making other related Bible teachings
clear. Many of the questions which puzzle sincere Bible
readers are easily solved when we realize that we are not
living under the Old Testament today. This does not mean
however, that we should not believe in the Old Testament
as the will of God to past ages, nor that we should respect
it any less than the New Testament. Both the Old and
New Testaments are divinely inspired by God and therefore
deserve our highest respect. Just as the college student
believes the facts to be true which he learned in the high
school, even though he is no longer under the authority of
the high school teachers, so we should believe and uphold
every scripture in the Old Testament, though we are not
now required to keep the Old Testament law.

The Old Testament should be carefully studied to see
how God rewards the obedient and condemns the disobedi-
ent in every age. Paul, speaking of this said, “whatsoever
things were written aforetime were written for our learning
that we through patience and comfort of the scriptures
might have hope” (Romans 15:4). As we obey the New
Testament gospel of Christ let us remember these great
lessons from the Old Testament and strive to live closer to
God in the future than we have in the past.
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A FEW REMAINING QUESTIONS

As we conclude this lesson on “Rightly Dividing the Word” a few remaining
questions deserve our brief attention. We learned in an earlier part of the
lesson that the New Testament did not come into effect until Christ actually
died upon the cross (Hebrews 9:15-17), therefore, until Christ died the Old
Testament “law” was still in effect. Listed below are a few questions, concerning
this fact which have sometimes been confusing in studying the Bible.

WHAT ABOUT THE THIEF ON THE CROSS? Some have been confused
into feeling that we are not required to keep certain plain commands of the
New Testament because they cannot find where the thief on the cross kept
them to be saved. A glance at the chart however, makes the mistake clear
since the thief on the cross lived before Christ’s death and therefore before
the New Testament came into effect. All of us now however, live under the
New Testament and are therefore expected to keep its teachings. To fail to do
so is to prove to Christ that we do not truly love Him, for Jesus said, “If a man
love me, he will keep my words . . .” (John 14:23) It should be noted that
the Great Commission was not given until after the cross (Mark 16:15-16).
WHAT OF DAVID? Another similar question sometimes arises in connection
with the acts of worship taught in the New Testament. As we shall study in a
later lesson, it is no more correct in this age to attempt to worship God accord-
ing to the Old Testament requirements than it is to build an ark of gopher
wood and expect to be saved in it simply because Noah once did so.

Worship according to God’s requirements under the New Testament does
not embrace all of the things once practiced under the Old Testament. The
offering of animal sacrifices as burnt offerings and many other things found in
the Old Testament have no part in scriptural New Testament worship.

David is sometimes cited as worshipping God in ways not taught in the
New Testament and therefore it is reasoned that we may do the same. It
should be noted, however, that David did not live under the New Testament
as we do in this age. David did many things which we cannot scripturally
practice under the New Covenant. To be pleasing to God in this age we must
find authority in the New Testament for all that we practice and teach.
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Please answer the following questions

esthnS and return this last page to be graded.

LESSON il

MULTIPLE CHOICE: Draw a line around the correct answer.

There are (A) 66, (B) 56, (C) 40 books in the Bible.

The New Testament contains (A) 23, (B) 29, (C) 27 books.

The Bible was written by about (A) 60, (B) 40, (C) 20 authors.

“Testament” means (A) “a will or covenant” (B) “a threat” (C) “the book.”

. The Old Covenant was to (A) Gentiles (B) Jews (C) all Nations.

. The Sabbath was the (A) first (B) third (C) seventh day of the week.

(A) Animal sacrifices (B) the Sabbqth Da&%C) the Great Commission was

- not commanded until after the cross.

The New Testament Age began at Christ’s (A) birth (B) trial (C) death.

9. Moses received the Ten Commandments on (A) Mt. Sinai (B) Mt. Carmel
(C) Mt. Moriah.

10. The thief pn the cross lived under (A) the old covenant (B) the new
covenant (C) neither.
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OLD OR NEW: Write O.T. for Old Testament, N.T. for New Testament

Under this covenant animal sacrifices were offered.

The second covenant.

. The “law” made known through Moses on Mt. Sinai.

The disciples meeting “upon the first day of the week” is found here.
5. The covenant we are under today.
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NAME THE SCRIPTURE: Circle the Scripture which states:

1. “. .. ye also are become DEAD TO THE LAW by the body of Christ . . .”
(A) Romans 1:16 (B) Galatians 5:18 (C) Romans 7:4

2. “For if THE FIRST COVENANT had been faultless, then should no place

have been sought for THE SECOND.”

(A) Hebrews 8:7 (B) Leviticus 23:3 (C) Acts 20:7

3. “For a testament is of force AFTER MEN ARE DEAD . . .”
(A) Hebrews 12:24 (B) Hebrews 9:17 (C) Mark 16:16

4. “But if ye be led of the Spirit, YE ARE NOT UNDER THE LAW.”
(A) Galatians 5:4 (B) Romans 6:14 (C) Galatians 5:18

5. “. . . the gospel of Christ: . . . is THE power of God unto salvation . . .
(A)2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 (B) Hebrews 8:13 (C) Romans 1:16

”»

NAME : GRADE
ADDRESS
CITY STATE

ZIP CODE DATE

Y3LVT HOVE a3dVL 38 AV 133HS—IIINO0O08 IYILINT IHL NINLIY LON OQ 3SVITd—3INIT SIHL ONOTV LNO



